1. Flash Card Writing "1

Young learners are often best engaged with visual cues, so ESL flashcards are great tools for the classroom
at the primary level.
To conduct the flash card activity, do a warm-up session by going through each card and, together as a
class, writing the correct spelling on the board letter by letter.

Then, heat things up by dividing students into teams and having one member of each team write the
vocabulary term on the board as quickly as possible when you prompt them with the corresponding
flashcard.

The first student to finish earns a point for his or her team. Incentivize the students, if necessary, with a prize
for the team with the most points at the end.

2. What's Happening?

Building on the theme of combining imagery with writing for younger ESL learners, consider showing
students a picture (the more vibrant, colorful, and detailed, the better) and asking them to write what they
see. Consider using images with recently learned phrases as a review method.

3. Write a Letter to Santa (or Spiderman, Harry Potter, or Whomever)

Letter writing is an essential aspect of a young student’s English. Make it fun by having them write to their
favorite superhero, celebrity, or best friend.
If your students need extra guidance, prompt them by suggesting what to write about; if writing to Santa, for
example, encourage them to discuss what they would like for Christmas.
Help them frame their letter logically by providing a structure guide and helpful suggestions as necessary.

4. Postcards to Pen Pals

Capture young learners’ imagination by introducing them to a fictitious young boy or girl (or one inspired by
real life) who is their same age and who lives in an exotic far-off land.
If your students are interested in a particular region or city, such as San Francisco, adjust your character’s
geographic location accordingly.

Have them write a short composition to their new faraway friend that will fit on a postcard about who they
are, what they like doing, etc. You can even make your own DIY postcards in the office using colored
cardboard or other material.

This is a great opportunity to teach basic introductions and conclusions in English writing, a foundational
component of almost any form of writing.

b. Acrostic Poem

This simple writing activity encourages creativity in use of the English terminology as well as recall of
vocabulary. To create an acrostic poem activity for your students, write a short series of letters such as BIRD
on the board, one on top of the other, Each of the four letters is its own line of poetry like this:

Barbara and

| went to the garden where
Red flowers grow

Down by the creek




